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The Court of France was very splendid this winter (1660); a great mask was danced at the Louvre/where the King and the Princess Henrietta of England danced to admiration. But there was a greater resort to the Palais Eoyal than to the French Court; the good humour and wit of our Queen Mother, and the beauty of the Princess her daughter, giving greater invitation than the more particular humour of the French Queen, being a Spaniard.
The only affront by a stroke that I ever received in my life was at this time, after I came abroad, that striving to get into the playhouse through a great crowd, a page, tall and well-clad, thrusting upon me, and I rebuking him for it, gave me a box on the ear ; and as soon as he had done got out of the playhouse. I followed him, and did what I could to learn who he was or his master; but all to no purpose, for he got out of my reach.
About this time came the welcome news that General Monk was coming to London, and would declare for a free Parliament, which happily came to pass the April after, 1660. This Parliament voted the return of the King from his long, severe banishment, who accordingly arrived in England with his brothers, the Dukes of York and Gloucester, from Flanders, with a general consent ; a thing never read of in story, that when monarchy was laid aside at the expense of so much blood, it should return again without the shedding of one drop. He came to Dover the 25th of April.
The Queen Mother received the news of his Majesty's happy restoration and arrival with all the marks of joy imaginable; and, amongst others, gave a splendid ball at her Court, where all the persons of the greatest quality of France were invited, and all the English gentlemen then at Paris had admittance. Having not been very well (as I said before), I would have excused myself from dancing, but the Queen commanded me to take out the Cardinal's